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early declaration that the roads are open to the so-called un-
approachables as they are to every other human being and even
to cats and dogs. The Hindu Government of Travancore owes the
suppressed classes a double duty, the one that every humane gov-
ernment owes to suppressed humanity under its care, and the
other, a Hindu Government owes to Hinduism, that the State
will lend no countenance to an inhuman superstition that has
crept into Hinduism.

So far for the State.

The savarna Hindus of Travancore promised, and they owe
it to themselves without the necessity of any promise to me, that
they would not allow any rest to the Government till the roads
in question were thrown open to the cunapproachables'. They
assured me that they would hold meetings throughout Travan-
core showing clearly to the Government that they regarded the
prohibition as inconsistent with Hinduism and intolerable. Be-
sides holding public meetings, they were to promote a monster
petition signed by savarna Hindus demanding the opening -of the
roads. I wonder if those gentlemen who gave me the assurance
are keeping their promise ?

And now for the cunapproachables3 miscalled. I understand
that they are getting restive. They have a right to do so. I am
further told that they are losing faith in satyagraha. If so, their
want of faith betrays ignorance of the working of satyagraha.
It is a force that works silently and apparently slowly. In reality,
there is no force in the world that is so direct or so swift in work-
ing. But sometimes apparent success is more quickly attained by
brute force. To earn one's living by body-labour is a method
of earning it by satyagraha. A gamble on the stock-exchange or
house-breaking, either of which is the reverse of satyagraha, may
apparently lead to an instantaneous acquisition of wealth. But
the world has by &ow, I presume, realized that house-breaking and
gambling are no methods of earning one's livelihood and that they
do harm rather than good to the gambler or the thief. The
'unapproachables5 may force their way by engaging in a free
fight with the superstitious savarnas but they will not have reformed
Hinduism, Theirs will be a method of forcible conversion. But I
am further told that some of them even threaten to seek shelter
in Christianity, Islam or Buddhism if relief is not coming soon.
Those who use the threat do not, in my humble opinion, know
the meaning of religion. Religion is a matter of life and death. A
man does not change religion as he changes his garments. He
takes it with him beyond the grave. Nor does a man profess his,